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      October 9, 2020 

 

Dear MASD Families, 

 We are now ending our fifth week of school, and I wanted to provide a recap of how 

September has gone with the return to school for our students.  I am pleased to report that all 

programs are operating quite well in light of these challenging circumstances.  I have been very 

encouraged to observe the levels of organization, leadership, and cooperation that make our 

schools conducive to student learning.  Many of our students seem happy to be back in school as 

well. 

 COVID-19 – We are happy to report that as of this date, our District has not had any 

report of any positive cases of COVID-19 for both students and staff (knock on wood).  

 Mask Wearing – Mask wearing and/or facial coverings will continue to be required by 

everyone in our buildings.  Many teachers have been bringing students outdoors to allow for 

socially-distanced mask breaks.   

 Free Lunch – Who doesn’t love a free lunch?  Due to current legislation, the U.S.D.A. 

has released a waiver to allow all students within the Mifflinburg Area School District to receive 

all breakfast and lunch meals for free.  Beginning on the first day of school, September 8, 2020, 

all meals have been and will be free until December 31, 2020.  Each student is allowed one free 

breakfast and one free lunch.  This only applies to students, not District employees. 

 Spectators at Sporting Events – We have observed significant public and political 

turmoil over the Governor’s restrictions on crowd sizes at events.  We have continued to comply 

with the size and capacity limits, and the newest update this week is most welcome, allowing us 

to expand these opportunities for more families and friends to attend events moving forward. 

 Substitutes Needed - If you know of anyone who might enjoy joining us as a substitute 

in a variety of roles, please encourage them to contact Tammy Boop at (570) 966-8208.  Some of 

those substitute opportunities may be available in the following positions:  bus drivers or aides, 

food service, nurses/LPNs, teachers, aides/paraprofessionals or custodians.  We believe the 

pandemic has greatly impacted a reduction in our available substitute pool.  Please know that this 

situation is not unique to Mifflinburg, as every District in the region is affected.   

Benchmark Assessments – Students have completed the Measures of Academic 

Progress (MAP) Benchmark Assessments in both reading and math.  These assessments are used 

to identify instructional pathways for all students during small group instructional times. 

 

 



Building Updates – A brief September recap from each of our schools. 

High School – The first month of school has gone by quite smoothly. Students have 

demonstrated an appreciation for returning to school in-person through their positive comments 

to faculty and staff, along with their cooperation in wearing the masks. Staff have been very 

creative in following through with yearly activities, which have required adjustments to 

accommodate current guidelines. We were able to get regular school photos completed as well as 

Senior photos. Overall, everyone has settled in nicely. 

Middle School – The Middle School has reported a very smooth start to the school year.  

The students have transitioned really well coming back into our building.  The students were 

really excited to receive their new Chromebooks with sleek new cases.  Photo day took place, 

progress reports have gone out, and the students have been decorating for the Fall Door Contest.  

Starting next week, homework help will be available after school for students, and homework 

help for virtual students will be available from 7:00 P.M. – 8:00 P.M. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 

and Thursdays. 

Intermediate School – Both the students and the staff were very excited to get back to 

school.  Teachers were happy to have their students back, and the kids were glad to see their 

friends again.  Outdoor education has started for Fifth Graders, and picture day has already taken 

place in our building.   

Elementary School – Mr. Case has reported a very busy and successful start to the school 

year.  Teachers and staff have been working diligently with the students to establish routines and 

procedures within all classrooms.  All teachers have been working on introducing your children 

to our online platforms throughout their daily instruction. 

Have a nice weekend. 

Respectfully, 

 

 

Daniel R. Lichtel 

Superintendent of Schools 
 


